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WORKING GROUPS 

Since March team leaders and contacts from around the country have been regularly 

meeting on Zoom to share the experience of maintaining workplace chaplaincy during 

lockdown. Over the summer three smaller online working groups were set up to do more 

focused work.  

The Theology group is looking at our theological response to the experience of these 

past months, considering reflections that others have to offer, and themselves 

undertaking theological reflection through the lens of work and the Economy.  

The Adapting Chaplaincy group is looking at how we can find new ways of doing 

chaplaincy, adapting our traditional visiting of workplaces to a more virtual world, 

considering what we can do to maintain relationships with the people and organisations 

we are chaplains to, whether in the public or private sector. 

The Training group is looking at how we can maintain training when meeting together 

is difficult, considering how we can adapt our resources to be used online, individually 

or in groups, and gathering information on third party training that chaplains would 

benefit from. 

When these were set up in August details were circulated to all members of WCM UK 

and the constituent teams, so this is not just something for the team leaders. If you are 

interested in joining any of the groups contact the relevant convenor: Theology – Alex 

Gowing-Cumber; Adapting Chaplaincy – Fiona Usher; Training – Dick Johnson. 

NEWSLETTER 

Website:  

www.workchaplaincyuk.org.uk 
Twitter:  

@WrkChaplaincyUK 
 

CONFERENCES 

 

In the past WCM UK has held 

biennial conferences, some 

lasting the best part of a week. 

Whilst cost, in time and expense, 

have made such events a thing of 

the past, shorter gatherings, 

using video conferencing, do 

present an opportunity which the 

pandemic has brought into focus. 

For now we cannot gather in 

person to confer, learn together 

and support one another, so let’s 

go virtual. 

The WCM UK National Executive 

Committee is proposing a series 

of online events, lasting no more 

than 2 hours, through 2021. 

These will be for any member of 

WCM UK, whether part of a team 

or signed up as an individual.  

There will be key-note speakers, 

the chance to network in small 

breakout groups, and a focus on 

learning. Above all they will be 

times of mutual encouragement 

and re-envisioning for our 

ministry. 

Though we had hoped to have the 

first before the end of the year 

this will now take place in 

February, with further events 

each quarter through the year. 

Ideas for topics, speakers and 

activities are welcome. Please 

contact Dick Johnson with any 

suggestions. 

 

11th November 2020 

PRAYER - when jobs are lost 

The extension of the Furlough scheme until 

March 2021 has meant many, who otherwise 

were facing a grim winter, will keep their jobs, at 

least for the time being. The uncertainty remains 

for many, particularly in the hospitality, 

entertainment and retail sectors – traditionally 

low paid sectors of the economy. Whilst 

chaplains and their teams seek ways of 

supporting those facing redundancy we pray. . . 

Almighty God, look with compassion on all 

experiencing unemployment or facing 

redundancy.  

For those anxious about how they will make ends 

meet, bring your peace; 

For those who feel rejected and who have lost 

confidence, your encouragement;  

For those separated from colleagues and friends, 

your fellowship.  

And guide us all to reach out, with Your peace, 

encouragement and friendship to those passing 

through such difficult times, that together we 

may know your grace and love in all things. 

Amen 
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